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ENCOURAGING READING/WRITING LITERACY 
WITH YOUNG CHILDREN IN THE HOME 
MARIA VALERI-GOLD 
Georgia State University 
Atlanta 
How can parents encourage attaining skills in literacy 
in the young children in their homes? Here are ten prac-
tical suggestions and literature sources for parents to use 
with their children. 
1. Create a "reading and writing corner" in your children's 
room. Stock it with pencils, pens, magic markers, 
chalk, chalkboards, paper pieces of posterboard, erasers, 
and most importantly, BOOKS! Children can experiment 
with reading, coloring, drawing, scribbling, forming 
letters, words, sentences, letters, diaries, and stories. 
Suggested literature sources to create motivation are: 
Cheng, Hou-tien, Scissor Cutting for Beginners. NY:, 
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1978. 
Farjeon, Eleanor. The Little Bookroom. NY: Henry Z. 
Walck, Inc., 1956. 
Gibbons, Gail. Paper, Paper Everywhere. NY: Harper 
and Row Publ., Inc. 1983. 
Testa, Fulvio. If You Take a Per.cil. NY: Dial Press, 
1982. 
2. Develop sight word vocabulary through tl: e creation of 
a PICTODICTIONARY. Let your children design a 
picture for each letter of the alphabet and write its 
meaning underneath the illustration. Staple the pages 
together and title it. (Child's name) , s Pictodictionary. 
If your children are too young to caption the pictures, 
write it for them. Have your children identify and 
talk about the pictures with you. Nancy Willard's 
book titled Si mple Pictures are Best (1977) is highly 
recom mended. It is illust rated by Tom ie de Pae:la and 
published by Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc., New 
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York. Also, read a variety of alphabet books to stimu-
late interest; for example: 
Balian, Lorna. Humbug Potion: An A-B-Cipher. Illus. 
by author. Nashville, Tenn.: Abingdon Press, 1984. 
Elting, Mary, and Michael Folsom. Q Is For Duck: An 
Alphabet Guessing Game. Illus. by jack Kent. NY: 
Clarion Books, 1980. 
Hyman, Trina Schart. A Little Alphabet. Illus. by 
author. Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1980. 
Isadora, Rachel. City Seen f rom A to Z. Illus. by 
author. NY: Greenwillow Books, 1983. 
Kitchen, Bert. Animal Alphabet. New York: Dial Press, 
1984. 
Lalicki, Barbara. If There Were Dreams to Sell. Illus. 
by Margot Tomes. NY: Lothrop Lee and ShE~pard 
Books, 1984. 
Lobel, Arnold. On Market Street. Illus. by Anita Lobel. 
NY: Greenwillow Books, 1981. 
Matthiesen, Thomas. ABC: An Alphabet Book. NY: 
Grosset & Dunlop, Inc., 1981. 
Stevenson, james. Grandpa's Great City Tour: An 
Alphabet Book. Illus. by author. NY: Gleenwillow 
Books, 1983. 
Watson, Clyde. Applebet: An ABC. Illus. by Wendy 
Watson. NY: Farrar, St raus & Girous, Inc., 1982. 
3. Take your children to Story Hour in the library. REad 
Anne Rockwell's book I Like the Library (1977) pub-
lished by E. P. Dutton & Co., NE'W York, to develop 
curiosity. Have d: em choose books to be read aloud 
at home during bedtime story hour. Suggested "bedtime 
stories" are: 
Brown, Margaret W. A Child's Good Night Bock. Illus. 
by jezp Charlet. NY: Albert Whitman, Co., 1943. 
Good Night Moon. Illus. b) CIE mE nt Hurd. NY: 
Harper, Row, Publishers, Inc., 1947 
Herman, Charlotte. My Mother Didr:'t Kiss Me Good-
Night. Illus. by Bruce DEgap. NY: Duttor: Cc.,1980. 
Mayer, Mercer. There's a Nightmare in My Closet. 
Illus. by author. NY: Dial Press, 1968. 
Rice, Eve. Goodnight, Goodnight. Illus. by author. NY: 
Greenwillow Books, 1980. 
4. Locate we rdless text bocks in the libra ry. They are 
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picture books without captions. Let the children beccme 
storytellers. Have them look at the illustrations in the 
st ory and interpret d. E IT: in thei r own words. Use a 
caSSEtte recorder to tape deir stories or write them 
on a jJiece of jJo per. He re are sEvtral examples: 
Briggs, Raymond. The Snowman. NY: Random House, 
1978. 
Crews, Donald. Truck. Ny: Greer.willow Beaks, 1980. 
de Paola, Tomie. Pancakes for Breakfast. Harcourt 
Brace Jovanovich, 1978. 
Mayer , Mercer. Ah-Choo! Dial Press, 1976. 
A Boy, A Dog, A~. Dial Press, 1967. 
Frog Gees to Dinner. Dial Press, 1974. 
Frog orr His OWL Dial Press, 1973. 
Frog, Where Are You? Dial Press, 1969. 
The Great Cat Chase. Four Winds Press, 1974. 
One Frog to Many Dial Press, 1975. 
Twc Moral Tales. Four Winds Press, 1974. 
Twc More Moral Tales. Four Winds Press, 1974. 
Ormerod, Jan. Sunshine. NY: Puffin Beoks, 1983. 
Spier, Peter. Peter Spier's Christ mas. NY: Doubleday 
and Co., 1982. 
Peter Spier's Rain. Dc ubleday & Co., 1982. 
Young, Ed. Up a Tree. Harper, Row, Inc., 1983. 
5. As an alternative to wordless textbooks, have your 
children create stories based upon their OWL experi-
ences. Let them dictate their stories into a cassette 
recorder. Write out your children'S stories on pieces 
of construction paper. Have them draw pictures to 
acccmpany the stories. Let them read their creations 
aloud to otherfamily members. 
6. Stimulate your children's imagination through questions. 
Develop and ask "What if . . . ?" or "Would you ..• ?" 
questions with them. Let them anSWtr each question 
in a sentence with a reason. For example, "What if 
you were as fast as a jet?" or "would you like to be 
as hard as a rock?" "Why or wLy not?" Encourage 
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them to describe what they wC't:ld see, feel, hear, 
smell, and taste. Recom mended books are: 
Klein, Lenore. What Would You DCI If. ...... ? Glenview, 
IL: Scott, Foresman & Co., 1961. 
Zolotow, Charlotte. Do You Krow What I'll Do? NY: 
Harper, Row, Pub!., 1951. 
7. Develop the basic skill of sequencing with yc;ur children. 
Have them put in correct order their normal daily 
activities. Ask them: "What did you do first, get out 
of bed or eat breakfast?" After shoI=ping, taking a 
family trip, baking, or doing other family activities, 
have the children recall the steps in the order in 
which they occurred. For example, "What did we.' do 
first?" "Then what did we.' do?" As an alternative, 
have your children help you cook. Ask them "What 
did we put into the bowl first, flour or milk?" "Then 
what did we do?" Use recipe bocks to get your chil-
dren involved, such as: 
Moore, Eva. The Great Banana Cookbook for Boys and 
Girls. Illus. by Susan RtiSSO. Boston, MA: HC1ughton 
Mif flin, Co., 1983. 
The Seabury Cookbook for Boys and Girls Illus. by 
Talivaldia Stubia. NY: Seabury Press, Inc., 1971. 
8. Save magazines. Cut the magazine pages apart. Have 
your children paste their favorite illustrations to a 
piece of construction or posterboard paper. Let them 
identify and label each person, place, or thing which 
appears on that page. For example, a child C~)f' label 
the parts of a tree: roots, trunk, bark, limbs, branches, 
and leaves. Read Clyde Bulla's book A Tree Is a Plant 
(1960) to stimulate interest. It is a Harper, Row book 
illust rated by Lois Lignell. 
9. Collect and save the food section of the newspaper. 
Have your children cut out the food items. Give them 
categories such as meat, fruit, and vegetable, and let 
them sort the pictures into the correct category. 
Have them paste each category and sorted pictures 
into a scrapbook. Before you take your children to 
the supermarket, read the following books: 
Catling, Patrick. The Chocolate Touch. NY: Bantam 
Books, 1981. 
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Devlin, W. & Devlin, H. Cranberry Thanksgiving. NY: 
Four Winds Press, 1971. 
Hutchins, Pat. Don't Forget the Bacon. NY: Puffin 
Books, 1978. 
McCloskey, Rebert. Blueberries for Sal. NY: Viking 
Press, 1948. 
Oxenbury, Helen. Shopping Trip. NY: Dial Press, 1982. 
Rockwell, A. & Rockwell, H. The Supermarket. NY: 
Macmillan, Inc., 1979. 
Sendak, Maurice. Chicken Soup with Rice. NY: Harper, 
Row, Inc., 1962. 
10. Create an art center in the basement, garage, or 
kitchen area of your home. Place paint, crayons, felt-tip 
markers, play dough, paintbrushes, and other supplies in 
an "art box." Let the children feel free to create 
murals or other pieces of art. Display their creations 
in the house and let them talk to you about their 
artistic works. Good books for creating are: 
Emberley, Ed. Ed Emberley's Drawing Book: Make a 
World. Bostor.. MA: Little BrawL & Co., 1972 
Hoban, Tana. Shapes and Things. NY: Macmillan Publisb-
ing Co., 1970. 
Rockwell, Harlow. I Did It. NY: Macmillan Publishing 
Co., 1970. 
SchWartz, Alvin. The REiny Dny Bock. NY: Simon & 
Schuster, Inc., 1973. 
Watar·a bE, Shigeo. I Can Build a House. Hlus. by U2~l'.C 
Ohtomo. NY: Pt ilomel Bocks, 1983. 
The ten suggestions and literature sources can be 
effective tools for developing readin g readinE ss with 
children. ThEY can be easily implemented within the 
home to encourage behaviors leading to literacy. 
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NEWSLETTERS FOR PARENTS 
News for Parents from IRA is published three times a year 
by International Reading Association members. It contains a 
practical list of suggestions for motivating children to read 
and a recommended booklist. Write to the IRA, 800 Barks-
dale Rd., P. O. Box 8139, Newark, Delaware, 19711. 
Parents' Choice is published four times a year. It reVIews 
media-movies, games, records, toys, television, story records, 
and books. Write to Parents' Choice Foundation, Parents' 
Choice, P. O. Box 185, Waban, Mass. 02168 
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Why Children's Books? is published quarterly and gives 
parents sources relating to selecting and sharing bcoks with 
children. Write to The Horn Book, Inc., Park Square Bldg., 
Boston, Mass. 0211 () 
LEAFLETS AND BROCHURES 
Choosing a Child's Book contains criteria for selecting 
books for children of various age levels, booklists, and per-
iodical listings. Write to The Children's Book Council, 67 
Irving Place, New York, NY 10003. Enclose a self-addressed 
stamped envelope. 
The International Reading Association produces a series of 
pamphlets which are available for a small cost. The titles 
include: Why Read Aloud to Children?, What Books and 
Records Should I Get for My Preschooler?, What is Reading 
Readiness?, How Can I Help My Child Get Ready to Read?, 
How Can I Encourage My Primary Grade Child to Read? 
and others. Write to the International Reading Association, 
800 Barksdale Road, P. O. Box 8139, Newark, Delaware. 
19711. 
